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01 Introduction
Harrow has great potential to 
increase cycling to create a 
significant mode share for 
journeys. We have relatively low 
levels of cycling as was 
demonstrated in the results of the 
2011 Census. However, with a co-
ordinated system of hard and soft 
measures achievable with the 
very significant funding on offer, 
we can target potential cyclists of 
all age groups and backgrounds. 
We have ambitious targets in our 
current Local Implementation 
Plan to increase the mode share 
of cycling and if we are 
successful in this bid it would 
allow us to revise these targets 
and be even more ambitious. 

Harrow has one of the most 
diverse populations of any 
London Borough which is a 

challenge to increasing cycling 
mode share, particularly with the 
use of existing cycling 
infrastructure. The relatively low 
levels of funding received by 
Harrow in recent years have only 
enabled us to make small 
localised changes to the network 
to assist cyclists. We are aware 
from the public and local cyclist 
groups that they wish to see a 
more comprehensive cycling 
infrastructure that provides safe 
facilities for their whole journey 
i.e. an end to end approach. The 
opportunity to bid for the current 
Quietways programme and other 
substantial cycling projects over 
the next 4-5 years would give 
Harrow the funds to deliver on 
these aspirations for the benefit 
of Harrow residents and London 
as a whole. 

 



Our vision  “To increase 

the modal share of cycling in the borough 
and to make Harrow a safer place to cycle”  

 

This is our pledge to ensure that we make Harrow a better place to cycle. 

 Provide segregated cycle 

facilities where possible 

 Allow cycling in our parks 

 Promote cycling to all 

communities particularly those 

that are under represented 

 Expand the cycle training 

programme 

Improve signage 

Improve facilities for cy

junctions and roundabouts 

 

 clists at 

where possible 

 Introduce cycle routes to mirror 

train lines 

 Reduce barriers to cycling                  

 Increase cycle parking facilities         

 Ensure cycling is at the heart of 

our sustainable policies 

 
 
 
 

Councillor Susan Hall – Leader of the Council 



 
 

Statement from Harrow 
Cyclists 
Harrow Cyclists is the local borough group of the London Cycling Campaign, a 12,000-strong 
membership organisation which campaigns for better cycling facilities in London. 

 

We support Harrow Council’s cycling plan in principle.  We would like Harrow to adopt the 
recommendations in the report from the ‘Get Britain Cycling’ All Party Parliamentary Cycling 
Group Inquiry, and meet the London Cycling Campaign’s ‘Space for Cycling’ demands: 

 

 Ensure that cycling is funded appropriately (consistent funding of at least £20 per person 
per year) 

 Ensure that cyclists’ and pedestrians’ needs are considered at an early stage of all new 
developments, including secure cycle storage on new build estates 

 Separate bicycles and motor traffic at busy roads and junctions using European-style 
infrastructure 

 Reduce the default speed limit in urban streets to 20 mph, and remove through motor 
traffic from residential and shopping streets 

 Safe cycling and walking routes for all children between home and school 

 Strengthen the enforcement of road traffic law, including speed limits 

 Provide cycle training and promote cycling as a safe and normal activity for people of all 
ages and backgrounds 

 Appoint a lead politician responsible for cycling 

 

People in Harrow should be able to cycle where they want to without being put off by fear of 
motor traffic.  This includes women, children, older people and people with disabilities.  A 
bicycle-friendly Harrow will be good for the economy, the environment and people's health and 
happiness. 



Challenges 
The economic and environmental 
challenges that London now 
faces require significant changes 
to the way people live and carry 
out their lives.  Recent 
demographic projections suggest 
that the population of the west 
London sub-region is set to grow 
over the next two decades, 
reaching 1.6 million in 2031, an 
increase of some 12%.  The 
challenges arise because: 

As the population grows, traffic 
volumes are likely to grow 
seriously impacting on the 
economic success of the city; 
and the economy is over reliant 
on gas and oil imports which are 
dependent on increasingly 
unstable regimes.  

As a result of both these factors: 

traffic congestion continues to 
damage the economy;  air 
pollution is getting worse, 
causing thousands of premature 
deaths; overcrowding on public 
transport will continue to worsen 
unless addressed by significant 
further investment; and obesity 

levels and diabetes which are 
both exacerbated by sedentary 
lifestyles, continue to increase.   

The population and employment 
growth projected is likely to 
result in a 40 per cent increase in 
demand across London for peak 
hour public transport by 2025, 
particularly on radial routes into 
central London. 

There is a lot that has to be done 
to ensure that London continues 
to function and to ensure that it 
has a viable economy, a healthy 
population and is a place where 
residents and businesses can 
flourish and co-exist in harmony.  
One of the ways we can improve 
the local environment is to 
reduce our reliance on non-
sustainable forms of transport 
and to create a better 
environment for sustainable 
forms of transport.  This report 
will show how Harrow’s mini 
Holland bid will help to address 
these issues and allow us to work 
towards a more sustainable 
future. 

 



 

Delivering our vision 
Harrow’s overall vision can be seen on the plan below which shows a 
combination of the key elements which is: 

 Heart of Harrow – Major 
changes in the Town Centre 

 Major Routes – Routes 
based on underground lines 

 Cycle Super hubs 

 Quiet Routes (potential Quiet 
ways) 

 Complementary Soft 
Measures 

 Transform Harrow’s cycle 
infrastructure and increase 
levels of cycling in the 
borough 

 

Each of these key elements is explained more fully in the document. 







 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

02 Managing 
Cycling in Harrow 



 

Barriers to cycling 
 

 Route not safe 

 Route perceived as too 
dangerous 

 Too many hills 

 Bad weather 

 Public anti-social behaviour 

 Unfamiliar with route 

 Car is more convenient 

 Too tired to walk or cycle 

 Habit 

 Distance perceived as too far 

 Need to carry heavy goods 

 Need car for next part of 
journey 

 Nowhere to shower/change 
at destination 

 Nowhere safe to leave 
bicycle or scooter at 
destination 

 Concerns about 
cycle/scooter theft 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Complimentary soft 
measures 
 

Harrow has an engaging 
programme of soft measures and 
campaigns which targets the 
diverse demographic of the 
borough, taking into account the 
BME and high risk groups as well 

as addressing barriers to cycling. 
However, with additional funding 
and resources we can deliver a 
lot more and achieve more 
accurately targeted engagement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Junior Bike Week for pre-schoolers 
We have engaged with parents of 
young children from all backgrounds 
as part of the Junior It’s Up to All of 
Us initiative which was piloted in 2012.  
This promotes walking and cycling to 
parents whose children are of a pre-
school age and will be moving to 
school in the next September intake.  
Through targeting parents via 
playgroups and nurseries, we have 
been able to increase awareness of 
walking and cycling to a target group 
that are associated with the school 
run within a year of approach.  We 
targeted this demographic with a 
“First Steps” walk and also Junior 
Trike Ride as part of National Bike 
Week.   

Through a positive spread of cycling 
promotion we continue to target 
parents of pre-school children through 
events at nurseries and playgroups 
which involve individual interaction 
and personalised travel planning, 
however this programme requires a 
rollout to ensure champions are 
trained and the project moves from 
pilot to implementation.  This initiative 

encourages a sustainable model 
where playgroups and nurseries take 
ownership for their own ‘Junior Bike 
Week’ events and the council 
supports through expertise and 
training.  We also follow up this 
engagement once the parent’s child 
has started school and highlight 
activities related to cycling to school.  
Encouragement is also offered with 
interventions where barriers to cycling 
are identified through an awareness 
and understanding of the different 
cultural perspectives within the 
borough.  This is done on a very 
limited scale and funding would also 
allow us to expand our engagements 
with parents and children during 
important persuasion windows that 
will have a lasting impact.  

We are working with Public Health to 
ensure active travel is promoted at a 
young age and noted in the anti-
obesity strategy that is being 
prepared.  We also work with our 
Sports Development team to tie in with 
their initiatives and promote 
extracurricular health activities as an 
addition to active travel.   

 

 

 

 



Targeting BME and under-represented 
groups 
Our innovative sustainable transport 
initiatives embrace social media as a 
behaviour change tool as well as a 
medium through which we can 
encourage an expression of how cycling 
makes a commuter feel and we have 
used Facebook, twitter and YouTube to 
promote cycling, change live journeys 
and educate through tutorials. We would 
like to expand this work to ensure 
constant engagement is occurring, which 
has been identified as a key driver for 
change. 

We would like to develop a unique 
campaign that targets ethnic minorities 
addressing barriers to cycling. We are 
also planning an initiative which targets 
groups in the borough through faith and 
community sites, encouraging those who 
do not speak English as a first language 
or face cultural barriers to become 
champions in their own community. 
Harrow has a history of excellent 
engagement with its residents and 
through our sustainable transport 
initiative we intend to empower those 
interested in cycling to lead the way for 
the next generation.       

We have previously managed to secure 
high profile support for our sustainable 
transport campaigns including getting 
Bollywood stars to endorse cycling, 
which has had a positive impact on 
Harrow’s community. We are working on 
a campaign targeting the large Hindi and 
Urdu speaking residents of the borough 
called “Bike Chalao!” This will utilise the 
experience we have gained in behaviour 
change and targeting influencers through 
the It’s Up to All of Us campaign’s 
extensive social media work. We have 

produced bite sized cycling tips for our 
YouTube channel and this will be 
expanded with the “Bike Chalao!” 
campaign with interactive videos. The 
aim is to create a campaign that can be 
taken to a multilingual level and have 
universal messages disseminated to 
people from different backgrounds facing 
the same issues.  

Through dealing with the ethnically 
diverse make up of the borough, we have 
found many parents who do not speak 
English as a first language and worked 
with playgroups to ensure cycling 
messages, information about cycle 
training, the benefits of cycling etc are all 
discussed with them in their own 
language.  

We are also aiming to establish an annual 
cycling event during Black History Month 
which targets those from BME 
backgrounds to increase cycling among 
this community and to have community 
centres leading on a training programme 
which creates a sustainable model of 
regular cycling events.  

It is our vision to target Harrow’s 
ethnically diverse community as the 
demographics of the borough change. To 
do this we are planning to target relevant 
groups through a wide reaching 
campaign delivered digitally on the web 
as well as through services they use 
(NHS services, GPs, travel, libraries, 
schools, playgroups etc) as well as 
community centres and through social 
media.  



 

Cycling promotion at higher education sites 

We have had a very successful series of bike days at Harrow College and Stanmore College, 
promoting cycling, cycle training and allowed us to talk to students about the benefits of active 
travel.  We also supported the launch of St Alban’s Church in North Harrow’s green travel plan 
and provided a Dr Bike along with the police securely marking bikes on the day too.  It was a 
very busy day and our final totals were 46 bikes fixed and made roadworthy again and 56 bikes 
security marked.  We worked with Longfield Junior School, St Alban’s Playgroup, Brownies and 
Guides and the British Cycling Breeze Champion to make this event special and had 
representation from many different clusters of the community.  We would like to expand this to 
include the improvements suggested along the ‘Heart of Harrow cycling route’ and incorporate 
ongoing cycling promotion at the University of Westminster, an institution which has many 
students and faculty staff who live and travel from Harrow to their Brent campus.  We would 
have specific led rides targeting new intake 
students at fresher’s fairs and also provide 
Summer Stress Relief Rides after exams, as well 
as maintenance courses and Safer Cycling 
workshops throughout the year. Promotions 
would be linked with our Public Health and Sports 
Development teams to ensure initiatives adopt a 
multi-level approach educating about health 
benefits, target those who are keen to get more 
active as well as encourage the cheaper option of 
active travel.    

 

Harrow’s It’s Up to All of Us campaign began as a 
blog and has evolved into a powerful customer 
engagement tool for sustainable transport where 
we’ve held tweetathons to help people commute 
to their destinations without a car and encourage 
cycling through route planning for them live on 
twitter as they set off on their journey.  We’ve had 
roaming bike buddies that have converted public 
transport trips to cycling trips through having a “bike buddy” mentor leading the way along bus 
and tube routes. 

 

 

 

 



 .  

 

Try Cycling events 
Successful Try Cycling 
events have been held in 
selected schools in 
Harrow.  Typically this 
sort of event gives pupils 
and teachers activities to 
encourage cycling to 
school over a longer time 
period – generally around 
4 weeks.  During the lead 
up to the event, school 
assemblies are held 
encouraging participation 
and at the end of the 
assemblies registrati
school.  During the Try Cycling period, the Council offers rewards to those achieving the highest 
cycling journeys to school during the event.  Prizes are typically small money vouchers to music 
stores etc.  Pupils participating have to complete diaries showing how much they cycle each 
week.  Dr Bike sessions are also held during the Try Cycling period.  The results of this sort of 
events have in the main been very encouraging and in some schools have significantly 
increased the numbers cycling to school

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

on forms are distributed.    Recruitment posters are also posted around the 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Businesses 
With the improvements planned for the ‘Heart of Harrow’ and the implementation of cycle routes 
corresponding with underground lines, we would like to publicise these improvements and 
engage more with businesses to promote cycling to a wider audience. We would like to have 
town centre events which include public workshops on safer cycling, cycling to work, cycling for 
leisure and bike maintenance in Harrow and Wealdstone town centres. We would also like to 
promote cycling and hold led rides for visitors to the borough via Harrow Hotel. 

We will promote cycling at the two grocery superstores in the town centre, Morrisons and 
Tesco’s. This would be through Dr Bikes, cycling workshops and promotions to staff and 
customers. We will also engage with the Business Improvement District to target their members. 
The aim would be to have a cycling champion at as many businesses as possible to take 
responsibility for promoting cycling in their workplace with encouragement and support from the 
council.  

The bikeability maps would also be distributed via all these outlets, as well as libraries, GP 
practices, and local businesses

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Bikeability travel maps 
In 2011, the borough commissioned a cycle 
network audit of the whole borough. This 
audit produced maps showing cycling ability 
levels – Bikeability levels - required for riding 
along all links and all parks in the borough at 
the time of the audit.  The maps also 
identified gaps in cycle parking facilities. 
These maps have been very useful in 
prioritising future works. 

Roads classified in the borough audit as 
suitable for Level 1 cyclists are generally 
traffic free roads or roads with very little 
traffic.  Cycling in 
parks in Harrow is 
currently not allowed 
by local By-law. 
However, the 
borough is 
considering trialling 
permissions to cycle 
in selected parks. 
This will need to be 
evaluated before the 
major change to the 
By-law is made.  
Should this happen, 
these routes will 
probably be suitable 
for Level 1 cyclists. 

Most roads in Harrow 
are classified as 
suitable for Level 2 
cyclists.  These are 

generally safe residential roads with some 
parked cars but not overly congested. 

Roads classified as suitable for Level 3 
cyclists are predominantly busy roads with 
high speed traffic, lots of parked cars and 
complex junctions and roundabouts. 
Northwick Park roundabout in Harrow is 
classified as 3+ and is therefore identified as 
really difficult for cyclists to use. 

Bikeability travel maps are used to help the 
borough better engage with existing cyclists 
and also potential new cyclists. Cycling 

leaflets have 
been 
produced 
based on 
these maps 
and 
customised 
maps made 
available to 
residents, new 
cyclists and 
other 
communities 
regarding the 
local cycle 
routes skills 
levels. All 
skills levels 
are based on 
bikeability 
criteria. 



 

 

 

   



 

Dr Bike events and bike maintenance skills 

Dr Bike events are organised by the 

Council at various public events to provide a 
free maintenance review and repair service 
on the condition of cyclists’ bicycles.  It is a 
great way of encouraging people who may 
not have used their bikes for some time to 
get their bikes out of storage and to start 
cycling again.  At these events, trained 
mechanics are provided to advise on the 
safety and condition of bicycles participating 

in the 
event.  
Most minor 
problems 
are fixed for 
free on the 
spot.  Only 
when the 
condition of 
the bicycle 
cannot be 
fixed in the 
time 
available 
are cyclists 

advised to visit a local cycle repair shop.   

These events are very good at tempting out 
cyclists just for the purpose of repairing their 
bikes and this often leads to participants 
returning to cycling again.  Dr Bike events 

are also an excellent opportunity of 
promoting the borough cycle training 
programme, linking in with cycle 
maintenance through the  

Cycle Maintenance courses are also offered 
by Cycle Experience.  These courses offer 
basic cycle maintenance for both adults and 
children aged 10 and over.  The courses aim 
to give individuals the skills to be able to 
make their everyday journeys without the 
fear of breaking down and having to ‘walk 
the bike home’ and/or ‘leave the bike in the 
garage considered broken’. 

Simple tasks like changing a tyre and 
mending a puncture are demonstrated and 
then performed by participants under the 
supervision of a qualified Instructor.  Those 
participating also receive simple advice on 
seat height adjustments, different valve 
types, tyre pressures and tyre/inner tube 
sizes.   

 

These maintenance sessions lasts about 
two hours and are practical hands-on 
courses 

 

. 

 

 

 



 

Alleviating barriers to cycling by 
improving the bikeability of all routes in 
Harrow 
Barriers along small sections of a cycle route can hinder lots of potential new cyclists.  
Some of these the Council cannot control but where possible the Council is taking steps 
to reducing these barriers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

03 Cycle  

Hubs 



 

Cycle Parking Facilities 
Safe, secure and weather proof cycle parking needs to be available at both the start and end of 
journeys for cycling to even be considered.  To address this, gaps in cycle parking facilities were 
identified as part of the cycle network audit and a programme for implementation of required 
cycle parking developed. In the development of all scheme works implemented in the borough, 
additional cycle parking is considered holistically with other scheme improvements. 

 

Cycle Hubs 
Cycling hubs can form an important part of cycle infrastructure by offering a focal point 
for facilities to park and hire bicycles. 

The cycle hub would deliver the following wider benefits: 

 Improve pedestrian and cyclist circulation  
 Weather protection for waiting users and pedestrians 
 Enhanced CCTV coverage and security across the area for all users 
 Potential to reduce cycle theft levels  
 Local business uplift  e.g. Halfords  
 Enhancements to local area by the introduction landscaping  
 Focal point 
 Information on routes and other cycle facilities. 

 

We propose to install hubs in three key locations: 

Northwick Park Hospital and complex 

University of Westminster 

Harrow Town Centre 

Wealdstone and Stanmore Town Centers (aspiration) 

 



 

Cycle parking at stations 
 

The need for cycle parking at stations is 
particularly important for those who are only 
able to cycle a short part of their overall 
journey or only feel sufficiently confident 
enough to just cycle a short distance.  Most 
stations in the borough have some level of 
cycle parking available at or near the station, 
however the quality of parking provided is 
not always of the same standard. 

 

The borough continues to liaise with TfL and 
Network Rail regarding suitable, secure and 
increased cycle parking at Harrow on the Hill 
and Harrow and Wealdstone stations as well 
as the provision of locker facilities for cyclists 
at these stations. 

Cycle 
parking at 
schools and 
colleges 
The Council supports 
schools by providing some 
funding for additional cycle 
parking, at schools where 
necessary.  When schools 
update their travel plans, 
schools identify the level of 
cycle parking they have.  
Following completion of 
their school travel plan, 

schools are able to apply for small grants funding from TfL to supply more parking spaces. 

 

 

 



 

Stopping bike theft 
 

Worries about bike theft can stop some potential 
cyclists from buying bikes. Bike registration 
helps police and retailers identify and verify the 
legitimate owners of bicycles that have been 
stolen or are being resold. Security marking 
bicycles deters potential thieves as a security 
marked stolen bike can be easily traced and 
returned to its lawful owner.  Harrow road safety 
officers liaise with the local Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSOs) to arrange their 
participation in events where high numbers of 
cyclists are expected.  At these events, the 
PCSOs offer a free security bike marking and 
registration service for those attending. PCSOs 
also provides these services at Harrow events 
during busy times that promote cycling as a form 
of transport e.g. Christmas markets, summer 
fairs etc. To encourage bike marking take up, 
Harrow provides a Dr Bike at busy events. This 
co-ordinated approach provides added value 
and security to those considering cycling again. 

 

 

 

 



04 
Transforming  

Cycling



 

Cycle infrastructure standards 
There are 41 km of cycle lane in the borough.  These have been introduced to link key trip 
generators and places of interest such as stations, shopping areas, schools, open spaces etc.  
The majority of cycle facilities in the borough consist of on-road advisory cycle lanes only.  
Where there are insufficient carriageway widths to accommodate on-road cycle lanes, off-road 
segregated cycle facilities are provided on the footway where the footway is wide enough to do 
so.  As a last resort to enable cycle route continuity, short sections of shared use footway for 
cyclists and pedestrians is considered. 

Cycle parking facilities offered on-street are usually the conventional Sheffield hoops type.  
When additional cycle parking facilities are provided in schools they are more often the novelty 
designed carbon neutral cycle pods. 

The standards of infrastructure introduced are always in line with those recommended by the 
Department of Transport and also follow the guidance provided in the TfL London Cycling 
Design Standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extensive cycling and walking 
improvements unveiled 
 

Harrow in line with Government policy is 
actively involved in promoting more 
sustainable forms of transport of which 
cycling plays a very important part. Cycling 
is good for the economy, environment, 
health and helps reduce congestion on our 
busy streets. 

In order to get people of all abilities to take 
up cycling for leisure and commuter journeys 
the Council must first introduce the 
infrastructure for cyclists to allow this to 
happen. 

As part of the on going improvements, 
Harrow’s transport section has successfully 
secured funding from Transport for London 
(TfL) to improve and upgrade the Belmont 
Trail, Montrose Walk, West Harrow 
Recreational Ground and Roxbourne Park.   

The Council aspirations are to upgrade and 
improve the existing provisions through 

these open spaces by introducing shared 
use facilities with the following core 
objectives which are common to both 
pedestrians and cyclists: 

The proposed measures will help introduce 
and encourage less confident cyclists to take 
up cycling who otherwise would not feel 
confident cycling on road with faster moving 
traffic. Getting people on bikes for leisure 
trips improves cycling confidence and helps 
change the mind set where cycling is seen 
as an alternative mode of transport. 

Works undertaken on the above schemes 
are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Belmont trail 
Before- Access onto Belmont trail was inaccessible, overgrown and uninviting attracting fly 

tipping and unsociable 
behaviour. 

Adjoining neighbours 
reported thefts and 
burglaries. 

 

 

 

After-Access onto the trail is now possible for both cyclists and pedestrians of all abilities. The 
entrance is more inviting with two paths being constructed one which is in accordance with the 
Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) and the other leading to steps for the more physically able 
users. Planting has been undertaken at key locations along the trail to encourage and promote 
local wildlife and further planting will be undertaken later this year alongside adjoining properties 
by the entrance to deter access and to improve safety for the adjacent private properties using 
appropriate planting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Creating a quiet lane route for cyclists of all ages would relieve these pressures and encourage 

people to cycle, which together with complementary softer measures, would encourage the 

younger generation to continue to cycle into adulthood with the obvious health and 

environmental benefits. 

 

 

West Harrow Recreation ground 

 
Before 

 

 
After 



 

 

 

 

05 Delivering 

Our 

Vision



 

Proposed cycle network transformation for 
Harrow 
Over most of the past 50 years, the amount of motor traffic in Harrow has grown and the 
distance people walk or cycle has declined. Historically there was no cycling infrastructure, and 
motor traffic has made the roads increasingly hostile for cycling, with the result that very few 
people cycle nowadays. Major road schemes such as the Northwick Park roundabout, 
Roxborough Bridge and the Wealdstone town centre bypass did not consider cyclists at all or 
provided disconnected fragmented cycle paths and have become barriers for cyclists. 

 

Overview of the proposed network 
 

To transform cycling in Harrow we propose 
an initial grid of high quality cycle routes 
crossing Harrow. (See below). This will 
consist of segregated or shard use cycle 
paths along main routes, with additional 
improvements in Harrow and Wealdstone 
Town Centres. This is not the final intended 
network but it should start to increase the 
number of people cycling and build support 
for further improvements. 

Many of the roads in Harrow are designed in a 
way which causes conflict between cyclists and 
motor vehicles and deters people from cycling. 
They are frequently inconvenient for pedestrians 
as well, with crossings located far from where 
people actually want to cross the road, lack of 
zebra crossings and long waits for the 
pedestrian phase at pelican crossings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan of proposed  

cycle routes  

mirroring tube routes 

 

 

 

 



 



Major Barriers 
 

Roxborough Bridge  
 
Existing facilities are to be converted to at grade shared use facilities with clear and prominent 
signing and lining. Existing measures to be upgraded on the eastern side of Roxborough bridge 
which involves footway 
widening with 
pedestrian/cycle crossing 
facilities across College Road 
linking to the existing cycle 
facilities at the northern end 
of the Roxborough Bridge. 
 
Shared use crossing facilities 
to be provided across 
Bessborough Road, 
Lowlands Road and utilising 
the existing facilities across 
Greenhill Way. 

 

 

 

Roxborough Bridge, Harrow Town Centre 





 

 
 
Northwick Park Roundabout  
 
 Existing off-road cycle facilities to be upgraded to cater for all cycle movements utilising the 
existing footway and converting it to shared use. Existing shrubs/branches to be cut back and 
lighting/street furniture set back of footway. Existing lighting either side of the subway to be 
upgraded to LED lighting where appropriate.  

 
A toucan crossing on eastern arm of 
Kenton Road will enable pedestrians and 
cyclists to access north, south and east of 
the roundabout. Those travelling north 
along Watford Road wishing to go west 
can use the existing subway along Watford 
Road and the toucan on Kenton Road 
(western arm). The southbound movement 
along the A409 to A404 (westbound) can 
be catered for via Gayton Road, Station 
Road.  
 

 

     

 

 

  Northwick Park Roundabout 
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The ‘Heart of Harrow’ Central Route  
 

Harrow town centre has been and continues 
to be the centre of considerable investment 
as a Metropolitan Centre serving a large 
geographic area. Together with Wealdstone 
town centre, it forms the ‘Heart of Harrow’ 
intensification area containing major 
development sites.  

Harrow’s corporate priorities include 
investment in Harrow Town Centre and this 
investment has been focused on helping 
local business by creating improved public 
realm and a more accessible public transport 
system. For instance, Station Road has 
recently been opened to two way buses and 
cyclists. However, funding limitations has 
prevented comprehensive treatment of 
peripheral routes. 

Northwick Park Gyratory on the boundary 
with Brent is a major obstacle to north-south 
and east-west cycling journeys and is a 
major barrier to the large development of 
Northwick Park Hospital and Westminster 
University Harrow Campus which, although 
lying just in Brent, connects more naturally 
with Harrow Town Centre. 

cycling facilities would augment the links 
between Harrow Town centre and 
Wealdstone that the area of intensification 
needs in order to facilitate major growth. 

A more direct route encompassing dedicated 
cycling facilities would augment the links 
between Harrow Town centre and 
Wealdstone that the area of intensification 
needs in order to facilitate major growth. 

 

 

Subway entrance at the 
Roxborough bridge 
roundabout 

 

 

 

 

 

The peripheral road network of Lowlands 
Road and Bessborough Road and its dual 
roundabouts with limited cycling 
infrastructure are a major barrier to cyclists. 
Dedicating road space for cyclists whilst 
dealing with vehicular traffic and parking has 
always presented a challenge as solutions 
tend to be costly. 

The ‘Heart of Harrow’ is Harrow Town 
Centre and Wealdstone town centre 
connected via Station Road, a major 
strategic road running north-south through 
the borough, which so far has no cycling 
facilities forcing inexperienced cyclists to use 
a non direct series of back street roads. A 
more direct route encompassing dedicated 
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Metropolitan Route 
The route is approximately 5.4km in length; travelling north to south the route will consist of: 

Uxbridge Road to George V Avenue/Pinner Road – Mandatory cycle lanes proposed north and 
southbound along George V Avenue (A404). To the north, off-road shared use facilities are 
proposed to link up with the east-west route along Uxbridge Road (Northern Line) avoiding the 
mini roundabout. 

On street obstructive parking along George V Avenue (A404) to be set back into the 
footway/verge to facilitate a buffer between the parked cars and the cycle lanes. 

The southbound cycle lanes will link up to the signalised junction and advance stop lines (ASL) 
will enable cyclists to pull up in front of waiting vehicles to enable them to undertake safe turning 
movements. 

 

George V Avenue/Pinner Road to Station Road/Pinner Road – The northern and southern 
signalised junctions to have advance stop lines (ASL) that may require some kerb alignment 
works to be undertaken. The existing off-road, shared use, two way segregated cycle facilities to 
be up upgraded (west side), giving priority to cyclists through the use of entry treatment on side 
roads with give way markings, set back for vehicular traffic on side roads. 

On-road, mandatory cycle lane to be provided southbound.  

 

Pinner Road Station Road/Roxborough Bridge – Existing cycle lanes to be upgraded to 
mandatory cycle lanes along both sides of Pinner Road. The section of Pinner Road between 
Pinner View and Devonshire Road to be further investigated with a view to carrying out 
compulsory purchase of land to facilitate inset vehicular parking to provide a buffer between 
parked vehicles and the cycle lane (southeast bound). 

The footway on the northern side of Pinner Road outside The Harrow Hotel leading to the cycle 
facilities under the Roxborough bridge underpass to be widened and converted to shared use 
with clear prominent signing and lining. 

 

Roxborough Bridge to Northwick Park Roundabout – Existing on-off road cycle facilities to be 
upgraded and advance stop lines to be provided at the junction of Peterborough Road/Kenton 
Road. The section along Kenton Road between Peterborough Road and Northwick Park 
roundabout to be upgraded and converted to mandatory cycle lane.    

 

 







 

Jubilee Route 
The jubilee route is proposed to run from Stanmore Station to the north to Kingsbury 
roundabout in the south, parallel to the Jubilee tube line and will link up with Brent and the 
‘Road to Wembley.’  

 

 The JR stretches from London Road (A410) in 

the north to Kingsbury Road (A4006) in the 

south up to the borough boundary. 

 It is a main connector route for cyclists, 

providing a direct access between Stanmore 

and Elstree in the north and Wembley Park 

and Brent Park in the south. 

 

The key proposals are: 

 

 London Road / Marsh Road junction – The proposal is to re-model the junction to 

incorporate cycle and pedestrian facilities for better cycle connections between Dennis 

Lane, Northern Route and proposed Jubilee Route 

 

 A mandatory cycle lane is proposed on both sides of Marsh Lane by removing centre 

hatching and narrowing pedestrian refuge islands.  

 

 Realign approaches at Whitchurch Lane / Honeypot Lane / Marsh Lane junction to 

incorporate better cycle facilities including advance stop line for cyclists. A cycle track is 

proposed in the park area to allow eastbound cyclists to bypass the signalised junction. 

Similarly, the bridge structure and pedestrian footpath on the south-east corner is 

proposed to be widened to 3m to allow southbound cyclists to bypass the signalised 

junction 

 

. 



 Along Honeypot Lane, it is proposed to convert one lane of carriageway each way to a 

mandatory cycle track on carriageway. A continuous splitter island may be provided to 

protect cyclists from vehicle speeds in both directions. 

 

 

 

Typical cross section of cycle track with splitter island  

along Honeypot Lane (North) 

 

 The pedestrian refuge islands on all approaches to Streatfield Road / Honeypot Lane 

roundabout are proposed to be modified to allow safe cycle crossing across all 5 arms. 

 

 Along Honeypot Lane between its junction with Streatfield Road and Kingsbury 

roundabout, a dedicated cycle track is proposed to be provided on grass verges on both 

sides of the road. Raised tables are proposed across all side road entries to provide less 

vertical deflection for cyclists. 

 

 

 

Typical cross section of cycle track with splitter island  

along Honeypot Lane (South) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Typical layout across side road junctions – showing enhanced cyclist priority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical layout of dedicated cycle track along Honeypot Lane 



 



 



 

Cross Harrow Route 
 The Cross Harrow route is a 7.5 mile long cycle route and stretches from Edgware 

Road (A5) in the east, across Harrow Weald town Centre to Northolt in the south-east 
of the borough.  

 
 It is the heart line route of the borough and provides a vital connection from Harrow 

Weald Town Centre to the east and west of the borough. 

Key proposals: 

 Along Whitchurch Lane, advisory cycle lane exists on both sides of the road. The 
proposal is to review these advisory cycle lanes and convert them to mandatory lanes 
wherever possible, along with localised road widening. 

 
 The proposals on Kenton Lane near its junction with Belmont Circle and Grasmere 

Gardens is to remodel existing mini-roundabout and incorporate turning movement 
restrictions. This will assist cyclists to turn left and right out of the junction in a safer 
manner. 

 
 Between Grasmere Gardens and Peel Road, the proposal is to provide adequate lining 

and signing for cyclist to enhance this section of the road.  
 
 At George Grange Way on the approach to the toucan crossing, we intend to remove 

excessive vegetation to improve visibility for cyclists and pedestrians by converting 
grass verge to hard standing footway. 

 
 On Headstone Drive between High Street and Ellen Web Drive, the existing level 

difference along the pedestrian footway is proposed to be removed and converted to a 
flat shared footway with entry treatments on the service road. This will remove all 
vertical difference and provide a safer route to cyclists.  

 
 We are proposing to convert the staggered junction on Parkside Way/Southfield Way 

and Kingsfield Avenue to a mini-roundabout with cycle lanes on approaches along with 
cycle crossing facility at the new zebra crossing. 

 
 On Imperial drive between Station Road and Rayners Lane entry treatments with raised 

tables on all side roads are proposed along with the upgrade of existing segregated 
cycle route. 

 
 On Alexandra Avenue between Warden Avenue and Petts Hill Bridge, we propose cycle 

tracks on grass verge to connect service roads and provide platforms on all side roads. 

 





 





Bakerloo Route 
Examples of changes that could be applied along Bakerloo route 

Before             After 

 

 

Before 

 

After 



 

 
The route is approximately 5.9km in length, travelling north to south the route will consist of: 
 
Borough Boundary to Courtenay Ave/Uxbridge Road Roundabout – Off-road shared use 
facilities on the west side with priority given to cyclists crossing side roads through use of entry 
treatments on side roads and setting back give way markings. Travelling southbound on-road 
mandatory cycle lane is proposed to link up with off road cycle facilities at the Uxbridge 
Road/Oxhey Lane roundabout. 
 
Uxbridge Road/Courtenay Avenue (Roundabout) – Off-road cycle facilities to be upgraded to 
facilitate safer movement of cyclists around the roundabout and safer crossings provided on 
each arm of the roundabout along the desire line. The exit/entry arms and lane widths both on 
and off the roundabout to be tightened up to reduce vehicle speeds, weaving movements and 
general safety of all road users.  
 
Uxbridge Road to Railway Bridge (Courtenay Avenue) - Shared use cycle facilities to be 
provided across the bridge and the existing footway on the west side to be widened by reducing 
the vehicular running lanes. 
 
Railway Bridge to Goodwill Junction (Headstone Gardens/Harrow View) - On-road mandatory 
cycle lane proposed northbound.  The southbound proposals are subject to development of the 
Kodak site and land acquisition. Any proposals up to and including the Goodwill junction will 
need to be progressed/modelled in line with Kodak site development proposals.  
 
Goodwill Junction to Harrow Town Centre – Proposals will consist of up-grading the existing 
cycle facilities. Cyclists to be taken off onto parallel quiet routes linking them to Harrow Town 
Centre. Existing controlled crossing on Greenhill Way to be converted to a toucan crossing. 

 

 

 

 



 





Quiet Routes (potential Quietways)  
 

Whilst there are some sections of quiet routes already existing in Harrow, these have generally 
come about by small scale interventions and are not generally part of a comprehensive end to 
end route that cyclists, especially those of low or limited cycling experience, desire. 

 

The plan below shows a system of quiet routes that link with the major routes and penetrate 

into the areas they surround. They would integrate with a system of routes serving high 

schools/Academies which is explained below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



A major challenge for Harrow is its rapidly expanding birth rate and consequential need to 
expand schools to accommodate this. Harrow is already facing public opposition to potential 
school expansion proposals on the grounds of anticipated traffic generation and road safety 
concerns. Providing a network of quiet routes would allow more children to cycle, particularly 
where the catchment area of the school is not adequately served by buses.  

 

As the increase in school numbers filters through to academies and other older education 
facilities in the next 5-10 years the vision, timing and level of funding that is potentially available 
is ideally suited to minimising the impact on local environments and transport infrastructure. 

 

The plan below shows an example of a quiet route network radiating from Nower Hill School, 

one of the 10 High Schools in the Borough. The school catchment area plan shows the 
distribution of home locations for pupils of the school. Many of these are not served by current 
bus routes and some require journeys that interchange at Harrow Bus Station which is 
struggling to cope with demand for bus standing space and passenger waiting space.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

06 Design 

Details



The Netherlands maintains excellent road safety without congestion by designating roads for a 
single purpose (through route or local access) and designing them in a way which prevents 
conflict between different road users. Trunk roads designed for free flow of motor vehicles have 
a segregated route for cyclists (either a cycle path or a parallel road) are not expected to serve 
other functions such as parking and access.  

 

This semi-segregated cycle path design in Brighton could be applied to many of Harrow’s roads; 

 

 

 



 

Harrow has a network of trunk roads, many of which have spare space unnecessary extra traffic 
lanes, grass verges or parking space, e.g. Marsh Lane, (see below).Where some main roads 
have sufficient space we will consider segregated cycle paths.  

 

 

 

There are many distributor roads which carry a high volume of motor traffic and can be 
unpleasant to cycle on. We will look to create a network on cycle routes which run parallel or 
close to railway stations utilising these roads and look to link routes with neighbouring 
boroughs. 

 

 

Before and After Example of cycle path 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 





 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

06 Finance 
 



Item Description Cost

Northwick Park Barrier

Design, Modelling/Supervision £40,000

Signal Controlled Crossing Kenton Road Arm £54,000

Works in University/Hospital Approach £60,000

Upgrade Footways to shared Use £96,000

Relocate Lamp Cols, CCTV Camera and Misc Items £41,000

Subway Treatment Mural and Anti Graffiti £25,000

Vegetation Clearance £6,000

Signing and Lining £9,000

Sub Total £331,000

Total including Contingency of 20% £397,200

Allow £400,000

Bessborough Roundabouts

Design, Supervision £30,000

Upgrades to footways/cycle route on approaches/underpass £198,000

Signalised Crossing Lowlands Road and Upgrade to Existing crossing 

Bessborough Road
£78,000

Harrow Cycling Vision 2013

Outline Estimates of Works

Bessborough Road
£78,000

Widen Footway over bridge to convert to shared use/modify island £42,000

Underpass Wall Tile Improvements South Roundabout £30,000

Platform at junction £24,000

Road reconstruction and localised resurfacing £68,000

Street Art underpass south roundabout to improve to north roundabout 

standard
£100,000

Signing and Lining £19,000

Sub Total £589,000

Total including Contingency of 20% £706,800

Allow £710,000

Cycle Hubs

Design, Supervision £20,000

Construct Shelter Structure with Parking facilities at Westminster University/ 

Hospital and Harrow Town Centre
£108,000

Install Brompton Bike Hire Facilities at above 20 units £116,592

Signing and Publicity Material £20,000

Sub Total £264,592

Total including Contingency of 20% £317,510

Allow £320,000

Jubilee Route (6km)

Design, Modelling/Supervision £70,000

London Road to Marsh Lane

Side Road Platforms £168,000

Exempting Cyclists from No Entry in service road £6,000

Signing/Lining £24,000



Item Description Cost

London Road/Marsh Lane Junction

New Route, land acquisition, statutory undertakers works £300,000

Marsh Road London Road to Du Cros Drive

Widen Carriageway to form cycle lane £120,000

Convert Footway/verge to shared use cycle route £102,000

Resurface Road to accommodate cycle lanes and changes £180,000

Statutory Plant Diversions £200,000

Platforms to side roads £96,000

Alterations to lighting £120,000

Clear Vegetation/Tree Root trial hole/investigation £6,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £50,000

Wemborough Road/Honeypot Lane Junction

New Shared Use cycle path £108,000

Upgrade signals to include cycle crossing facilities £50,000

Civil Works to reconfigure junction £60,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £18,000

Honeypot Lane Wemborough Road to Streatfield

Signing Bollards and Lining £91,000

Streatfield /Honeypot Junction

Platform in Service Road £36,000

Alterations to islands to accommodate cycle path £39,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £12,000

Honeypot Lane Streatfield to Kenton Road

Platforms to side roads £340,000

Upgrade footway/verge to shared use cycle path £210,000

Statutory Undertakers Plant relocation £100,000

Street Lighting relocation £60,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £94,000

Sub Total £2,660,000

Total including Contingency of 20% £3,192,000

Allow £3,200,000

Bakerloo Route (6km)

Design, Modelling/Supervision £40,000

Oxhey Lane Borough Boundary to Uxbridge Road

Widen footway and convert to shared use £90,000

Platforms on side roads £90,000

Relocation of street lighting/furniture £72,000

Cutback Vegetation £12,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £24,600

Uxbridge Road/Oxhey Lane Roundabout

Remodel roundabout to reduce size/incorporate cycle facilities and crossing 

pints on north, south and east arms
£120,000

Resurfacing to accommodate cycle facilities £60,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £11,000



Item Description Cost

Courtney Avenue Uxbridge Road to Headstone Gardens

Platforms on side roads £72,000

New cycle route between service roads and through green areas £166,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £6,000

Note cycle route alongside Kodak part of redevelopment of site

Courtney Avenue/ Headstone Gardens Junction (Goodwill for all)

Junction reconfiguration part of Kodak S106 £2.8m works package

Harrow View  Headstone Gardens to Roxborough Bridge

Platforms to side roads £48,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £16,000

Sub Total £827,600

Total including Contingency of 20% £993,120

Allow £1,000,000

Metropolitan Route (5.5km)

Design, Modelling/Supervision £80,000

St Thomas Drive/Uxbridge Road Junction

Platforms to side roads £72,000

Upgrade Footways to shared use £24,000

Alterations to islands to incorporate cycle crossing on 3 arms £54,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £6,400

St Thomas Drive

Create Inset Parking Bays £48,000

Statutory Authority Plant diversion/protection £100,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £2,400

George V Avenue

Adjustments to central U turn gaps £36,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £60,000

Pinner Road Headstone Lane to Station Road

Upgrade segregated cycle route £90,000

Platforms to side roads £36,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £17,400

Pinner Road Station Road to Bessborough Road

Create inset Parking Bays £120,000

Land Acquisition £250,000

Statutory Authority plant diversion/protection £250,000

Construct Cycle Track/Footway diversion and accommodation work £196,000

Relocation of street lighting/furniture £24,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £30,000

Lowlands Road Bessborough Road to Northwick Park Gyratory

Convert Footway/verge to shared cycle route £216,000

Relocation of street lighting/furniture £24,000

Upgrade existing cycle facilities £30,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £24,000

Sub Total £1,790,200

Total including Contingency of 20% £2,148,240

Allow £2,200,000



Item Description Cost

Cross Harrow Route  (12km)

Design, Modelling/Supervision £60,000

Whitchurch Lane A5 High Street (Borough Boundary) to Honeypot Lane

Widening of carriageway to incorporate Cycle facility £48,000

Statutory Authority plant diversions £100,000

Tree removal/replanting £18,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £11,000

Whitchurch Lane/Honeypot Lane Junction

Junction upgrades included in Jubilee Route proposals

Wemborough Road Honeypot Lane to Belmont Circle

Signing Bollards and Lining £12,000

Belmont Circle Junction

Segregated cycle route and toucan junctions already in place as part of LCN

Kenton Lane Belmont Circle to Locket Road

Reprofile islands at junction Kenton lane/Locket Road £36,000Reprofile islands at junction Kenton lane/Locket Road £36,000

Grasmere Gardens/Belmont Road Peel Road

Signing Bollards and Lining £2,200

George Grange Way/Peel Road Junction

Adjustment in vicinity of toucan crossing £6,000

Canning Road

Signing Bollards and Lining to existing facility £6,000

Headstone Drive

Convert area in front of shops to hared/level area incorporating cycle facilities £270,000

Relocation of street lighting/furniture £36,000

Headstone Drive/Ellen Webb Drive/Cecil Road Junction

Junction reconfiguration part of Kodak S106 £2.8m works package

Ellen Webb Drive Railway Bridge

Junction reconfiguration part of Kodak S106 £2.8m works package

Headstone Gardens/Ellen Webb Drive/Princes Drive junction

Junction reconfiguration part of Kodak S106 £2.8m works package

Headstone Gardens Princes Drive to Harrow View

Note cycle route alongside Kodak part of redevelopment of site

Courtney Avenue/ Headstone Gardens Junction (Goodwill for all)

Junction reconfiguration part of Kodak S106 £2.8m works package



Item Description Cost

Parkside Way Junction with Southfield Way/Kingsfield Avenue

Convert junction to double mini roundabout with cycle lanes £24,000

Replace pedestrian refuge with Zebra Crossing and Island £18,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £5,000

Station Road Pinner Road to The Ridgeway

Platforms to side roads £36,000

Upgrade existing segregated cycle route £24,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £5,400

Imperial Drive The Ridgeway to Rayners Lane

Platforms to side roads £192,000

Convert footway to shared use £42,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £15,000

Alexandra Avenue Rayners Lane to Warden Avenue

Existing segregated cycle route

Signing Bollards and Lining £5,600

Alexandra Avenue Warden Avenue to Petts Hill Junction

Existing segregated cycle route majority of length

Platforms to side roads Majority already covered £64,000

Upgrade existing Cycle Route £120,000

Cycle Route through grass area to link service road £48,000

Signing Bollards and Lining £47,000

Sub Total £1,251,200

Total including Contingency of 20% £1,501,440

Allow £1,500,000

Soft Measures

Junior Bike Week for Pre-Schoolers - Funding for Promotional materials, 

extended support to nurseries and playgroups and training for pre-school staff 

to become a champion

£60,000

BME – Campaign targeting under-represented groups, maintenance courses in 

other languages (Hindi, Urdu, Polish) 
£50,000

Higher Education – funding for support officer for 1 year to aid with promotional 

events, support higher education sites and deliver a programme of ongoing 

educational initiatives at sites, training up staff to take it forward as well as a 6 

month follow up support package for year 2 for colleges. Also funding to create 

a unified branded campaign for all colleges and universities in the borough in 

conjunction with student unions 

£150,000

Businesses – Events, workshops on safer cycling, cycling to work, cycling for 

leisure and bike maintenance at local businesses annually. Publication and 

distribution of Bikeability maps

£50,000

Allow £310,000

Total bid £9,640,000

TPatel
Rectangle



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designed by Traffic & Highway Network Management 

Harrow Council 

October 2013 




